
          The Ultimate Pig Challenge

During our live lesson, we will be meeting Flavian the pig 
farmer and his clever pig dog, Rex, and learning all about 
their team of pigs. Did you know that pigs are extremely 
clever animals and they have lots of special skills? See 
how your skills compare with this ultimate pig challenge!

Learning objectives:

To make systematic and careful 
observations and take accurate 
measurements using a range 
of equipment.
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Equipment:

•	 Stopwatch
•	 Trundle wheel or long measuring tape
•	 5 small bowls containing a range of strongly  
	 scented foods, covered in tin- foil with small holes in.

CHALLENGE 1: Can you run as fast as a pig?

Pigs are much speedier than they look and can run a whole mile (or 1.6km) in 7 minutes! Head 
outside and measure the length of your playground or school field. Work out how many lengths of 
your playground you need to run to reach a mile and then run it. Time yourself using a stop watch. 
Are you as fast as a pig? Work out the difference between your running time and a pig’s running time.

I can run a mile in _______ minutes and _______ seconds.

CHALLENGE 2: Can you smell as well as a pig?

Pigs have lots of glands in their snout and are known for their incredible sense of smell. Ask your 
teacher to set up 5 bowls containing various strongly- scented foods and covered in tin foil with 
small holes in. Close your eyes, smell each food and write down what you think it is in the table.  
Ask your teacher to reveal how many you correctly identified at the end.

Mystery food					     My guess

I identified _____ scents correctly. 

CHALLENGE 3: Can you squeal as loud as a pig?

Pigs can squeal as loud as 115 decibels (which is higher than the sound of a supersonic aircraft). Go 
outside and, making sure you are not too close to another child, cover your ears and squeal as loud 
as you can. Measure how loud you are using a free sound level meter such as the ‘Decibel’ app.

My squeal is ______ decibels.


